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We have a new home! 
Thanks to your generosity, and a 

low-cost loan from USDA, Serenity 

Pointeôs programs, offices, and thrift 

store are now under one roof. And we 

own that roof!  

On October 1, we opened our new 

office in the space adjacent to our 

thrift store in downtown Dunlap. At 

9,000 sq.ft., it has a large 

community room for classes and 

gatherings, several rooms devoted to 

our new Kids 

Clubhouse, and a 

resource library 

with a computer 

equipped for job 

hunting.  

All this for just 

$7 more per 

month than we 

used to pay when 

we were renting 

two locations. 

Volunteers spent three months 

renovating the new space, stretching 

our loan as far as it would go. When 

USDA paid us a visit recently, they 

told us they were impressed with 

what we had achieved. 

The new space comes just in time. 

In 2011, we provided more than 

2,200 services. Each of those 

services represents a person in need: 

A recently divorced single mom who 

canôt afford the electric bill. A father 

who canôt find a job even though he 

has 20 years of experience. A child 

who needs school clothes. A veteran 

who canôt afford decent housing. A 

battered wife who has lost her faith in 

herself. An elderly woman on a fixed 

income who needs a handicap ramp to 

get into her home. A drug addict who 

is ready for change and needs long-

term therapy.  

We look forward to great 

things in 2012. We will continue to 

offer life -changing classes in anger 

management, parenting, and financial 

skills, as well as 

o u r  g r o u p 

s e s s i o n s  o n 

addiction. Our 

n e w  K i d s 

Clubhouse, an 

outreach program 

for ages 5-12, is 

founded on the 

w i s d o m  o f  

Proverbs 22:6. 

ñTrain up a child 

in the way he should go: and when he 

is old, he will not depart from it.ò 

And of course, we will continue to 

offer financial assistance to those who 

are ready to help themselves, and 

assist those with substance abuse 

issues to find the right long-term 

recovery program for them. 

We could not do our work without 

your generosity, support, and prayers. 

All of us here at Serenity Pointe wish 

you and your family a very Merry 

Christmas. May God bless you in the 

New Year. 

Above: Volunteers help 

renovate Serenity Pointeôs 

new building. Left: Our new 

community room.  
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Charlie, 51  
 
For many people, the road to recovery begins 

with a trip to jail. What makes Charlieôs story 
unique is that he called the law on himself. 

Charlie started abusing alcohol fifteen years 
ago, after he lost his job in the coalmines. It 
ruined his marriage and alienated his only child, 
a stepdaughter whom he adored. To make 
matters worse, his family history of heart 
disease was becoming his own present 
nightmare. After 21 surgeries he could no longer 
work even if his alcoholism would have allowed 
it.  

At age 51, Charlie decided he must change. 
He knew he was powerless against the bottle, 
but he had nowhere to turn for help. With no 
family in his life, he was surviving on disability 
income and watching his neighbors waste their 
own lives on substance abuse.  

One night in August, desperate and drunk, he 
called the police, hoping they would arrest him 
ï at least there would be no alcohol in jail. The 
police refused to take him to jail, since thereôs 
no law against abusing alcohol at home. So he 
called 911 nine times, and got himself arrested 
for abusing 911.   

While Charlie was in jail sobering up, he told 
a deputy why he had gotten himself arrested. 
The deputy told him about Serenity Pointe. 
When Charlie was released the next morning, he 
came straight to us. 

When he first met Debbie, he was distant, 
cold. He wanted help, but he was wary of us. 
That changed when we discovered that he and 
Gerald knew each other from their coalmining 
days. The two bonded instantly. It was the 
connection Charlie needed to open up and let us 
help. 

Serenity Pointe found Charlie affordable 
housing that was clean, safe, and free of drugs 
and alcohol. He started attending our life skills 
classes. When his energy returned, he joined the 
volunteer crew renovating Serenity Pointeôs new 
building. Though Charlie had never been a 
churchgoer, he accepted our invitation to attend 
our mission services. One night, Charlie 
responded to the altar call and gave his life to 

God forever. 
Charlie made contact with his stepdaughter, 

to whom he had not spoken in months. He told 
her about Serenity Pointe and his new life. She 
was skeptical ï why would anyone help a total 
stranger like that?  She joined him for a Sunday 
mission service, and came away convinced of 
her fatherôs transformation and of our 
intentions.  
Shortly after his daughterôs visit, he had a 

massive heart attack. He was able to return 
home from the hospital but never recovered. 
The Lord took him on November 8, just three 
months after he came into our lives. Serenity 
Pointe was with him through to the end.  

In the short time he was with us, Charlie 
became our friend, a part of our family. We 
grieve for our loss, but we also rejoice for him. 
God offered Charlie a second chance ï and 
Charlie took it. ñYou truly saved his soul,ò his 
daughter told us after his funeral. ñHad God not 
sent you his way, his story wouldnôt have had a 
happy ending.ò  
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Serenity Pointe Thrift StoreSerenity Pointe Thrift StoreSerenity Pointe Thrift Store    

15507 Rankin Ave., Dunlap  

9am -5pm, Wed -Sat  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOT  YOUR EVERY DAY  

THRIFT STORE!  
hŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ  ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ƎƻƻŘǎ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎΦ 

!ƭƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ {ŜǊŜƴƛǘȅ tƻƛƴǘŜΩǎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΦ 


